
August 20 TCAT Active Transportation Group meeting notes and updates 

Attending: Julie Geddes, Barb Mock, Stephen Bernath, Whitney Godby, Karen Messmer 

Thurston Regional Planning Council (TRPC) Grant proposal comments 

Opportunities to support the active transportation grant proposals with public comments. The project 

proposals can be found here.  Details on registration for these will be available when the agendas are 

posted. To watch for meeting announcements, see the TRPC calendar page. 

• September 9 at 8:30am aTransportation Policy Board on line or in person meeting 

• September 10 at 9:00am TRPC on line or in person meeting 

Week without Driving 

Daniel at Bike Thurston sent a message asking if anyone in this group is planning activities for Week 

Without Driving. This is an annual event highlighting how we might travel without a car for our daily 

lives. Contact Daniel if you want to coordinate plans with him.  danielanthony1997@gmail.com 

Updates 

Barb - Attended Coffee with the Council at Lacey. She promoted the Woodland Trail extension to 

council members in attendance. She has been appointed as a member of the Lacey Parks Board. She 

met with Paul Brewster of TRPC. 

Whitney – September 13 Biked Thurston event, watch for more details. 

Karen – Capitol Way ride on July 28 had about 25 join in. The group stopped part way along the ride 

to hear about the need for advocacy to support the planned lane reconfiguration. Many riders joined 

the social gathering at Vic’s after. This Capitol Corridor project will improve cycling and walking 

safety. These types of projects typically receive some negative response to the plan because of the 

perception that it will result in congestion or delays. The models for this project show no delays or 

congestion problems. Informal support to Olympia Council members is helpful. 

E-Moto working group had their first meeting. The group will meet in September and submit an 

interim report before the end of the year. The full report, with recommendations to the legislature is 

due in the fall of 2027. This group is a result of SB 6110. 

Stephen – Seeing unsafe riding on trails, how to educate? 

Discussion 

Several attendees expressed concern about unsafe behaviors on the trail system. We discussed the 

idea of organizing a safety event along the Chehalis Western Trail. This could include volunteers at 

trailhead locations informing users of trail rules and rider responsibilities. The Ovations Club may be 

interested in organizing this next year. Other groups may be able to use the model to do their own 

trail events. 

 

Meeting notes and news prepared by TCAT Volunteer, Karen Messmer 

https://trpc.org/879/Federal-Funding-Call-for-Projects
https://trpc.org/calendar.aspx
https://weekwithoutdriving.org/
https://weekwithoutdriving.org/
https://www.olympiawa.gov/info/construction_in_olympia/capitol_way_corridor.php
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2025-26/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/6110-S.SL.pdf#page=1

