September 17, 2026 TCAT Active Transportation Group Meeting Notes and
Updates

Attending: Julie Geddes, Whitney Godby, Chris Hawkins, Stephen Bernath, A Puri,
Ali Fuller, Karen Messmer (convenor)

Saturday September 19 — South Sound Saunter

Join us on Saturday, September 19 for the first annual South Sound Saunter! Inspired by the Seattle
Super Saunter, Walk N Roll is bringing a three-city walking event to Thurston County! Walk N Roll
has designed a route to take folks from Lacey to Olympia and then to Tumwater, all in one day.
Participants may walk or roll the route on their own time, journey by public transit, or join Walk N
Roll on a guided urban hike! Together, we'll stop for food and coffee, take in local art, and learn about
the history of the places we travel through. Participants are welcome to join us for the whole route or
aim to link up with us along the way. Below are some anticipated timepoints. The entire route is
approximately 11 miles.

Event Timeline

8:45 a.m.- Gather at Woodland Creek Community Park
9 a.m.- Depart and walk the Woodland Trail.

10:30 a.m.- Arrive at Lacey Trail Roundabout.

12 p.m.- Arrive at Eastside St. Trailhead.

2:00 p.m.- Arrive at Heritage Park Fountain.

3:30 p.m.- Arrive at Tumwater Falls.

4 p.m.- End at Tumwater Craft District

View the event page here!

Or click here to jump straight to the Google Map of the route.

Be sure to come prepared with clothing layers, water, snacks, and anything else you need to travel
comfortably! If cycling/scootering, be sure to wear a helmet!

Information provided by Walk N Roll
Updates
Julie

Julie submitted a letter to county Public Works staff regarding the injury crashes that have happened
on the Chehalis Western Trail at a bad bump location. She has 911 call information as well as emails
from people who have been injured. The county has smoothed out some bumps on the trail recently
in a couple of locations.

Ali and A — Walk N Roll

e See South Sound Saunter details above.

e Walk N Roll is working with six schools this fall on Walk to School events and programs.
e Pioneer Elementary has a Bike Bus operating every Friday

e There will be a mini-BCC during Week Without Driving

e Watch for dates and times for city proclamations for Walk to School Month.

e Aisbecoming a Coach for Certified Bicycle Instructor training.

e The Fairview Connection to the Karen Fraser Woodland Trail has a bad tree root bump.


https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.seattlesupersaunter.com%2F/1/010001a0b57709a2-d2e38217-4093-440a-8cde-e5112c67cc5c-000000/Nw7dc2zhjFK6VpomMUjpIL7LyqV8jGe7vLq0poMKvLQ=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.seattlesupersaunter.com%2F/1/010001a0b57709a2-d2e38217-4093-440a-8cde-e5112c67cc5c-000000/Nw7dc2zhjFK6VpomMUjpIL7LyqV8jGe7vLq0poMKvLQ=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fbcc.intercitytransit.com%2Fnode%2F148931/2/010001a0b57709a2-d2e38217-4093-440a-8cde-e5112c67cc5c-000000/NIra3wtMTVq3g1evFoXQ9Mk5iASMls4fX-Xi5d_X8Xw=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fd%2Fedit%3Fmid=19e71QjjJN4csTv0AIQ7zHGU6K53TzsE%26usp=sharing/1/010001a0b57709a2-d2e38217-4093-440a-8cde-e5112c67cc5c-000000/SnInMsXUzQq731dQ82eTnBDub9VluhYBRI-nIyxtT0k=452

Whitney - There is a walk audit planned in Lacey for Week without Driving.
Chris

Maxine D is interested in how to make rural road shoulders safer by better placement of trash and
recycle bins. Stephen has experience communicating with LeMay, so he will follow up.

From Chris in the chat - WSDOT has some new guidance for Crossings (bicycle or pedestrian),
wsdot.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2026-01/Rubric-for-Evaluating-Active-Transportation-at-

Crossings 1.pdf posted this year now (related to our funding programs) that should be helpful to us in
articulating what we're looking for in terms of improving crossings/intersections (along the lines of
level of traffic stress, which had to this point been focused just on linear safety)

From Chris in the char - WSDOT's WE-Bike program (E-bike rebate program | WSDOT) is open for
applications, continuing through spring '27.

Karen

Thurston County Public Works is planning speed limit changes along several road sections. All of the
changes are reductions in speed, which is good news for walking and cycling safety. There is a video
and detailed information available on line. Please take a moment to complete the survey on that page.
A hearing is scheduled for October 6. Watch for details in the October news email for how to sign up
to speak. Of special interest to this group:

e Waldrick Road SE from Offut Lake Road SE to Milepost 2.89 from 50 mph to 35 mph
Note that there is a Chehalis Western Trail crossing on this segment.

e Marvin Road SE from 19th Avenue Se to Union Mills Road SE from 40mph to 35 mph

The Washington Active Transportation Safety Council is meeting Sept. 30 in Olympia. With help from
Chris Hawkins, she is hosting a pre-meeting walking tour. Karen is a member of this Council.

Congratulations to Alyssa Jones Wood — TCAT Champion. On September 12th TCAT presented their
2026 Climate Champion awards at the United for Climate Event. One of our members, Alyssa,
received the government champion award. Alyssa is the Sustainability Manager for the City of
Tumwater and is a champion for climate action. Because of her work, Tumwater now has a formal
urban forestry program. She is responsible for the city's fleet electrification efforts and secured grant
funding for EV charging stations. Alyssa led the city's first vulnerability assessment and chairs
Tumwater's Green Team. Alyssa has unmatched dedication and passion for sustainability.
Information provided by TCAT

Group Discussion

Barb is planning outreach at trailhead locations next spring and summer to promote safe and
courteous trail use. That effort could potentially also provide outreach at the spring Deschutes
Parkway street event that Walk N Roll is planning. The street event is scheduled for May 14. Watch for
more details.

We discussed the need for E bike and E-moto safety education and awareness. Karen will ask
WSDOT staff about information materials suitable for parents.

Notes prepared by TCAT Volunteer Karen Messmer


https://wsdot.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2026-01/Rubric-for-Evaluating-Active-Transportation-at-Crossings_1.pdf
https://wsdot.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2026-01/Rubric-for-Evaluating-Active-Transportation-at-Crossings_1.pdf
https://wsdot.wa.gov/travel/bicycling-walking/bicycling-washington/e-bike-rebate-program
https://www.thurstoncountywa.gov/departments/public-works/road-ops/traffic-information/speed-limits
https://www.thurstoncountywa.gov/departments/public-works/road-ops/traffic-information/speed-limits

