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Kevin is a lifetime resident of the Pacific Northwest, founder and a leadership team member of 

Indivisible Vashon, a steering committee member of the Washington Indivisible Network and a 

leadership team member of the Vashon Climate Action Group.  He also chairs the Equity, Social 

Justice and Inclusion committee of the Vashon-Maury Community Council. 

The intersection of federal and state leadership with climate and other values we hold dear 

inspire his interest in both Legislative and Election engagement.   

He is currently retired and lives on Vashon with his wife Susie surrounded by deer, Douglas and 

grey squirrels, chipmunks, and flocks of visiting birds.  Cycling, boating, rowing, hiking, and 

climbing occupy his time when he is not organizing campaigns. 
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Advocating for Safe, Renewable Energy 

Despite amazing progress on new renewable energy installations, there is an attempted nuclear 

energy renaissance underway in state legislative chambers across the country. 

Washington State is no exception. 

This article focuses on three bills introduced in our state legislature this year, all with extensive 

support from progressive and conservative lawmakers, and what you can do to shift legislative 

focus back to safe, renewable energy. 

The Three Bills 

  

Figure 1 – Pro-Nuclear bills introduced in the 2026 Washington State Legislature 

House bill 1210, which has been signed into law, provides millions of dollars in property tax 

breaks for nuclear fuel projects on former Hanford Nuclear Reservation land while the Federal 

administration is putting nuclear workers and the public at greater risk by severely weakening 

health and safety protections. 

Even worse, the nuclear fuel projects would produce High-Assay Low-Enriched Uranium 

(HALEU) fuel. The Vienna Center for Disarmament and Non-Proliferation reports “There are 

even suggestions that HALEU … could be used directly in a nuclear explosive device.” In a March 

19, 2026 paper from Dr Kathleen Saul: 

• “Union of Concerned Scientists warns of the higher risk of nuclear proliferation and 

nuclear terrorism” 
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• “World Nuclear Association recommends strict security measures … during the 

manufacture, transport, use, and disposal of HALEU” 

Fortunately, House Bill 2090 and companion Senate Bill 5821 failed to pass. These bills would 

have initiated a 9-month study to determine the "overall economic well-being" of adding 

"advanced nuclear" to the state energy strategy - but there are no operational "advanced 

nuclear" sites in the country upon which to base a study (other than nuclear advocate's 

marketing claims). 

Perhaps more important than the lack of objective data upon which to base a study, the 

proponents of the legislation advocate for Small Modular Reactors (SMR’s) – the same nuclear 

reactors that prefer the more highly enriched, weapons grade or near weapons grade HALEU 

fuel, with all the attendant security and nuclear proliferation and nuclear terrorism risks, and 

would be widely distributed in communities across the state. 

What could possibly go wrong? 

House Bill 2103 and companion Senate Bill 6004 fortunately also failed to pass. No wonder. 

Despite a history of cancellations, this bill could shift the cost of failed nuclear projects to 

ratepayers via contracts that require payments while a project is being built even if the project 

is never completed and never produces any electricity. Ten Democratic legislators sponsored the 

bill. 

Nuclear Energy – Not Safe Then, Not Safe Now 

Despite claims from nuclear energy advocates, there is a lot to not like about nuclear energy. 

Cost – According to Lazard’s Levelized Cost of Energy, nuclear energy systems are up to five 

times more costly than solar and wind. This is not the only cost concern. In both 2017 and 2023, 

two SMR projects were cancelled due to extreme cost over-runs.  

Lowest reasonable cost – Utilities today have many sources of energy. Some are easily turned 

on and off, known as “dispatchable energy.” Others are less so, including nuclear power plants. 

To deliver the lowest cost energy, utilities often activate the most affordable systems first. 

However, the non-dispatchable attribute of nuclear energy means they will run all the time. 

When the highest cost system always operates, ratepayers will always pay higher utility bills. 

Radioactive nuclear waste – Is still a major health and environmental issue. There is no certified 

safe facility for disposal of nuclear waste. Everything that is generated sits in temporary storage 

at the reactor site. Existing nuclear waste facilities have had significant problems. Nuclear power 

advocates point to the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant in New Mexico, designed to store only 

materials “contaminated with small amounts of plutonium and other man-made radioactive 
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elements,” in other words, not nuclear reactor waste. Even that facility had to be shut down 

temporarily, for THREE YEARS, to clean up a radiation spill.  

Tribal opposition – both the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation and the 

Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation oppose expanding nuclear energy 

facilities. The inability to clean up existing leaking nuclear waste sites pose health risks to the 

Tribes, who have taken the position that concerns for future generations outweigh any benefits 

from emerging nuclear technology. 

Safe, renewable energy legislative support is still needed 

 

Figure 2 – There is still substantial untapped renewable energy capacity  

Examples from California and Australia provide clear evidence that we can do a better, faster 

and more affordable job harnessing renewable energy in Washington state. Here are just a few 

examples on which our elected legislators should focus their attention. 

Private community solar – require utilities to provide on-bill energy credits for subscribers. 

Plug-in solar – especially for renters, this new technology should be permitted in our state. 

Net metering – remove the limit at which utilities can stop paying for the energy from new 

rooftop solar installations. 

Incentivize new battery technology – to create more environmentally friendly energy storage 

systems. 
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Incentivize advanced geothermal energy – a truly renewable and dispatchable resource. 

What you can do 

Let your legislators know you want them to focus on safe, renewable energy! Click HERE to take 

action in Take Action Network (TAN). At the bottom of the action tell TAN your legislative district 

and TAN will open an email that you can send to your legislators. 

As an alternative to TAN – see the action text and a link to find your state legislators below. 

Read more about fundamental problems with new nuclear power HERE. 

It’s important that we all do this, since so many legislators, from both sides of the aisle, 

supported these three pro-nuclear energy bills. 

 

Figure 3 – List of legislators who supported pro-nuclear legislation 

You can also show up to hear my talk on this subject at SolarPunk at The Evergreen State College 

on Saturday, May 23rd at 1pm. 

Conclusion 

Renewable energy has benefits. Nuclear energy has baggage. Tell our legislators that we 

strongly prefer our tax dollars support safe, renewable energy systems. 

 

Who Supported Which Bills 

https://www.takeaction.network/xactions/49456?ref=342
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wyh1ZCkS9qqxbObyf1aAP2ZagkeTAHcj466C2FA0e0w/edit?usp=drive_link
https://sites.evergreen.edu/ccas/what-is-solarpunk/
https://www.evergreen.edu/


Take Action Now 

 

During this legislative session, 56 Democratic lawmakers voted to pass into law a bill (HB1210) 

that will allow millions of dollars in local property tax breaks for High-Assay Low-Enriched 

Uranium (HALEU) nuclear fuel projects, even while the Federal administration is putting nuclear 

workers at greater risk by severely weakening health and safety protections. There are even 

suggestions that HALEU near 20 percent enrichment could be used directly in a nuclear 

explosive device. 

Two bills were stopped: 

• HB2103 /SB 6004 – Failed - Despite a history of cancellations due to significant cost 

overruns, this bill would shift nuclear facility costs to ratepayers whether or not a project 

produces any electricity. 

• HB2090/SB5821 – Failed - Integrate “advanced” nuclear in the state energy strategy - 

develop and adopt a nuclear power strategic framework by December 2026, despite the 

fact that not a single “advanced” nuclear reactor has been successfully built in the 

country. 

Meanwhile, there are several policy restrictions on truly safe renewable energy that the 

legislature is not addressing. 

Tell lawmakers you want them to focus on safe and reliable renewable energy systems, not risky, 

dangerous and expensive nuclear energy. 

Please personalize the following script: 

  strongly support safe, a ordable, timely, non-emi ng, reliable, and sustainable energy.  

Nuclear energy fails to deliver on all but the “non-emi ng” of these aspirations. 

Safe energy systems are available today – like wind, solar, geothermal energy and energy 

storage devices. 

https://vcdnp.org/haleu-potential-safeguards-and-non-proliferation-implications/
https://vcdnp.org/haleu-potential-safeguards-and-non-proliferation-implications/
https://vcdnp.org/haleu-potential-safeguards-and-non-proliferation-implications/


 eanwhile, there are many roadblocks that stop or slow renewable energy systems, like  

• Limits on solar net metering, 

• The 100KW per meter limit on roo op solar, and 

• Not requiring utility billing credits for private community solar installations. 

  want you to support e pansion, acceleration and incentives for safe, renewable energy 

generation and energy storage systems. 

  want you to re ect any and all ta  preferences, subsidies, policies and legislation which 

e pand the nuclear energy industry in Washington State. 

Sincerely, 

Find your state legislative district HERE, which will then display your legislators’ names. Click 

your legislators name to see their phone number. Click on the “visit website” to learn how to 

email your legislator, or just email them at firstname.lastname@leg.wa.gov. 

### 
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