
May 2026 Meeting Notice and News for TCAT Active Transportation Group 

May 21 meeting 4pm - see zoom details below 

At our May meeting we will discuss plans for advocacy in Lacey. We will also have our usual round 

table to keep informed of local active transportation activities. See zoom link details at the end of this 

email. Please send agenda items for future meetings to Karen - karen@karenmessmer.com 

Local action items and news 

Walking and cycling safety advocacy in Lacey 

Lacey has a Pedestrian Bicycle Plan and has adopted Comprehensive Plan goals and policies about 

active transportation. We are making plans to bring specific project and policy recommendations to 

the City Council to improve safety. If you live in Lacey or the urban growth area of Lacey, or know 

people interested in active transportation who live in Lacey, please send a note to 

karen@karenmessmer.com 

Update: Thurston Regional Planning Council (TRPC) adopts Transportation Policy 

Board (TPB) recommendation to study extension of Karen Fraser Trail 

At their April 8 meeting the TPB recommended that funding be set aside to study an eastern 

extension of the Karen Fraser Woodland Trail. This segment will connect the Lacey Woodland Creek 
Park to McAllister Community Park. At their May 1 meeting the TRPC adopted that recommendation. 

This funding is still a few years away, but it is a welcome step forward for adding new trail in our 

region. Kudos to the Ovations Cycling Club for their advocacy on this. 

Your Voice Matters: Help Make Thurston Roads Safer 

Do you feel safe driving on our region’s roads? What about walking? Or bicycling? Deaths and serious 

injuries on the Thurston region’s roadways have been trending upwards over the past 20 years. 

Pedestrians, bicyclists, and others who don’t drive are especially vulnerable. We want to hear from 

you about how we can make our roads safer. Please complete this 10–15-minute survey by May 31, 

2026: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Roadway  

 
Your input will be used to shape the Regional Safety Action Plan. This Plan will analyze the safety of 

our region’s roads, identify projects and policies to improve safety, and show how we’ll measure 

progress over time. Thurston Regional Planning Council (TRPC) is leading this work in partnership 

with local jurisdictions, law enforcement and first responders, health care professionals, school 
districts, and state agencies. With questions, contact Senior Planner Aidan Dixon at 

DixonA@trpc.org.  
Thanks to TRPC for providing this content. 

Events and Activities 

Bike Anywhere Day celebration stations May 14 7-9am 

Bike Anywhere Day is a multi-location event. Stop by one or all of the fun celebration stations for free 

coffee, treats and other goodies. Sponsored by Intercity Transit and many other partners.  

Bike Anywhere Day Happy Hour May 14 5-8pm 

Meet up with other cyclists for a social gathering sponsored by Bike Thurston and Walk N Roll. 

• 3 Mags Brewing, 600 Franklin St SE, Olympia WA 
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Ride to support the Lacey Bike Month Proclamation May 19 5:15pm 

Walk N Roll is partnering with Bike Thurston to organize a short group ride from the Lacey train 
depot to Lacey City Hall for their council meeting.  

Meet at 5:15 pm at the Lacey train depot. 

o We will mingle, hand out stickers and pins, take a group photo, and provide brief pre-

ride safety reminders. 

• Roll out at 5:30 pm 

o We will ride (at a family-friendly pace) on the Woodland Trail and through the Saint 

Martin's University campus toward Lacey City Hall. We aim to arrive around 5:45 pm to 

provide ample time for locking up bikes.  

• City Council meeting begins at 6 pm 

o The Bicycle Month Proclamation will be read toward the beginning. Staff from Walk N 

Roll and Bike Thurston will provide public comment. 

Thanks to Walk N Roll for providing this content. 

Walk with a Doc May 23 in Lacey 

Walk with a Doc  offers free walking programs in communities around the world led by local doctors, 

healthcare providers, or medical students. These ongoing events allow participants to safely walk (or 

roll), learn about current health topics, and meet new people. 

Lacey Walk Details: Walking on the 4th Saturday of every month at 10:00 AM 

Location: Rainier Vista Community Park – 5475 45th Ave SE, Lacey, WA 98503 

Join the May Bicycle Community Challenge 

It’s not too late to sign up or join a team for the Bicycle Community Challenge  that runs through the 

month of May.  

So much going on at Walk N Roll there is not room to list it all! 

Check out their calendar for classes, community bike shop, events and volunteer opportunities. 

One example – Bike Art at Makerspace at Arbutus Folk School on May 7 and May 27. 

Construction Projects 

Olympia Martin Way crossing additions 

The City of Olympia is making changes to Martin Way E. between the Chehalis Western Trail and 

Sleater-Kinney Rd. N.E. The changes include:  Enhanced crosswalks, curb ramps, center medians, 

separated bike lanes and bus platforms. 

Lacey sidewalk repair project nearing completion 

Repairs to sidewalks including removing and replacing trees all over Lacey. Check the city web page 

for updates and a map of repair sites. 

Tumwater ‘peanut’ shaped roundabout at 2nd Avenue and Linwood 
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The project replaces a 4-way stop with a roundabout and adds pedestrian and bicycle improvements 

along 2nd Avenue to encourage non-motorized travel and support Safe Routes to School. The project 
is slated for completion in late summer 2026. 

Cyclists may need to walk their bike through the construction site. Please report any problems and 

send questions to the Project Info Line at (360) 252-5408, or email to contact a staff member. 

Resources 

Safe Kids Thurston County improves bicycle safety for youth  

Safe Kids Thurston County provides free helmets to children in need and hosts monthly mobile traffic 

gardens at local elementary schools, allowing students to explore bike units while mastering the "rules 

of the road." Their outreach culminates in the Great Olympia Bike Rodeo, a comprehensive event 

featuring bike skills education, pop-up traffic gardens, helmet giveaways, and the unique opportunity 

for children to take a mentored ride with a police officer. 

Thanks to Safe Kids Thurston County for providing this content. 

Look for research results at Center for Pedestrian and Bicyclist Safety 

Center for Pedestrian and Bicyclist Safety is a federal cross-university research program that 

investigates the dangers that vulnerable street users face and identifies ways to mitigate them. You 

can access research reports on a variety of pedestrian and cycling safety topics such as vehicle size, 

speed limits, arterial roads and others. 

More cycling activities and advocacy in Thurston County 

Follow Bike Thurston on Instagram and sign up for their newsletter. 

May 21 TCAT Active Transportation Group meeting zoom link  

Recurring zoom meeting link for third Thursday of each month at 4pm. 

Topic: TCAT Active Transportation Group  

Time: May 21, 2026 at 4:00 PM Pacific Time  
        Every month on the Third Thursday 

Download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system. 

Monthly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZUkf-
murzojHtL3kLThUOifAlX4mbjP9FGe/ics?icsToken=DKYhQWIpBopVlnMuYQAALAAAAOQo46kkoe

o1T80S0caOuHPYfymt-

OV0rRe_m6nyr_CdRLuSSbCNnTmdQ4xTJN9tEoTSrBWsSTzSnA8cRDAwMDAwMQ&meetingMast

erEventId=H2b7Bz_QTcikieAxcXUvrg 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81980611946?pwd=bNPE8vrizMQYnzbKxuMQqRZIWyq4pB.1 

Meeting ID: 819 8061 1946 

Passcode: 722902 

One tap mobile 

+16694449171,,81980611946# US 

 

This newsletter is produced by a volunteer at Thurston Climate Action Team. Please send 

submissions to karen@karenmessmer.com 
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