TCAT Active Transportation Group January 15, 2026 Meeting Notes
Attending

Rachel Hastings, Chris Hawkins, Whitney Godby, Betty Hauser, Karen Messmer
Legislative Bills

Karen presented an overview of several active transportation related bills that are in motion during
the 60-day short session. See below for that summary and note that this was the status of bills as of
1/15/2026. Please consider contacting your legislators about bills. Even when there is not a hearing, it
is important to make contacts with legislators so that they know if there is support for a bill.

Written comment forms have a 7500-character limit. If you testify in person or remotely you may be
limited to as little as ONE minute. Here is how to comment on a bill.

Bike Lobby Day

This is an annual event organized by Washington Bikes. Individuals and groups meet with their
legislators to promote the Washington Bikes legislative agenda.

Bike Thurston is hosting a ride on Tuesday January 20 at 2pm at Tivoli Fountain. Here is the Bike
Thurston invitation:

Please RSVP for the lobby day ride so we have some idea of how many folks are joining us!

Kick off Bike Day on the Hill with a guided bike ride in central Olympia, hosted by Cascade
Bicycle Club, Washington Bikes, and local advocacy group Bike Thurston! This will be a slow-
paced, no drop (i.e. no one left behind), 5 mile bike ride on a mix of bike lanes, bike trails, and
low traffic neighborhood streets. Experience biking in Olympia and learn from local bike
advocates about the opportunities to build safe infrastructure for people to get around. Plus,
you'll get to ride past the Capitol building!

Other Notes

Chris noted that the applications will be opening for WSDOT to fund local safe walking routes. The
Boulevard Road crossing at the Woodland/Karen Fraser Trail and the Plum Street intersection
improvements at 4t Avenue are both funded with this state program.

Whitney noted that Bike Thurston is aiming for a September ‘West Bay Wander” community event in
cooperation with OlyEcosystems.

Rachel noted that the Thurston Climate Mitigation Collaborative 2026 cooperative project will be a
gap analysis of vehicle miles traveled. Our region is not meeting reduction goals for vehicle miles
traveled. Discussion included comments about how increased support for active transportation could
help with meeting the goal of reducing vehicle miles traveled.

Bike Walk Roll Summit in Wenatchee April 1-3 info is at the Cascade Bicycle Club. Note that early
bird registration ends January 31.

Resources

Smart Growth America definition of Complete Streets

WSDOT web page about Complete Streets

Next TCAT Active Transportation Group meeting date February 19, 2026



https://leg.wa.gov/bills-meetings-and-session/bills/how-to-comment-on-a-bill/
https://wabikes.org/index.php/2025/10/29/wa-bikes-2026-legislative-agenda/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/10XLzAqxbNyDVTP1zgGzFAjgqM1aD7Y8pfYts0IGoW68/edit
https://www.instagram.com/bikethurston/
https://cascade.org/rides-events/wa-bike-walk-roll-summit-2026
https://www.smartgrowthamerica.org/programs-and-coalitions/national-complete-streets-coalition/about/
https://wsdot.wa.gov/construction-planning/complete-streets

Active Transportation Related Bills - 2026 Legislative Session Short session — 60 days

Note that this was prepared on 1/15/2026. Status of bills changes as session progresses.

HOUSE BILL 2374 SENATE BILL 6110- Concerning electric-assisted bicycle and electric motorcycle

regulation.

Updates to the regulatory framework for electric-assisted bicycles (e-bikes) and electric motorcycles.

"Electric-assisted bicycle" does not include:(a) Any vehicle capable of exceeding 20 miles per hour on
solely its electric motor; or (b) Any vehicle that is designed, manufactured, or intended by the
manufacturer or seller to be easily configured in order not to meet the requirements of an electric-
assisted bicycle, whether by a mechanical switch or button, by changing a setting in software
controlling the drive system, by use of an online application, or through other means intended by the
manufacturer or seller.

Status: Introduced on January 12, 2026 and referred to the House Transportation Committee.

Last session — Department of Licensing directed to convene a group and produce a report on electric
bikes and motorcycles by December 15, 2026.

HOUSE BILL 2095 — Protecting Vulnerable Users of Public Ways

Focuses on vulnerable road users (people walking, biking, rolling).

Strengthens civil protections when crashes occur, including a possible presumption of negligence in
civil cases involving injuries to vulnerable users — shifting the burden to drivers in certain scenarios.

Jan 14 Public hearing in the House Committee on Civil Rights & Judiciary.

Jan 23 Scheduled for executive session in the House Committee on Civil Rights & Judiciary at 10:30
AM

Sponsors include Parshley and Doglio — Thank them

SENATE BILL 5581 - Safe System Approach for Active Transportation Infrastructure

Embeds a safe system approach into state transportation planning and active transportation design.

Defines the term roundabout, updates definitions for crosswalk and intersection within the context of
roundabouts.

Requires the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) to identify existing or planned
active transportation facilities on publicly or tribally owned property and determine if such facility
provides equal or better access to destinations and is an appropriate network connection providing
mitigation in lieu of fulfilling Complete Streets requirements on state rights-of-way

Authorizes the WSDOT to implement Complete Streets requirements on Safe Routes to School
Program, Connecting Communities Program, and Bike and Pedestrian Grant Program recipients, when
there are changes on state rights-of-way

Status: Passed the Senate and House committees in 2025 and has been reintroduced. Rules Committee
has placed on third reading.

SB 5067 HB 2362— Lowering the Blood Alcohol Limit to 0.05

Reduce the Blood Alcohol (BAC) limit for driving under the influence from 0.08% to 0.05%.

Require the Washington Traffic Safety Commission (WTSC) to run a public information
campaign about the change (including outreach in multiple languages and across media types).


https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2025-26/Pdf/Bills/House%20Bills/2374.pdf?q=20260114092951
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=6110&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?Year=2025&BillNumber=2095
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=5581&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=5067&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=2362&Year=2025&Initiative=false

* Had hearings in 2025 session and did not make it out of Rules Committee at end of session.
» Jan 15 Public hearing in the House Committee on Community Safety

« Jan 22 Scheduled for executive session in the House Committee on Community Safety at 8:00 AM



