TCAT Active Transportation Group February 19, 2026 Meeting Notes
Attending: Whitney Godby, Chris Hawkins, Michael Berry, Karen Messmer

Updates and News

Chris noted that applications are open for WSDOT to fund local Safe Routes to School Program and Pedestrian
and Bicycle Program.

Bike Walk Roll Summit in Wenatchee April 1-3. Note that the registration price increases on February 21.
Whitney noted that Bike Thurston is planning several events. Watch for more details in future updates.

Volunteer opportunity: Chris reported there is a re-vegetation event on the Chehalis Western Trail north of
89th on February 28. The Woodland Trail Greenway Association is planting trees and removing Scotch Broom.
For more details on this event contact Chris - chrish@olympus.net

The TCAT Active Transportation group web page has been updated. Monthly news and meeting announcement
emails and monthly meeting notes are posted on this page. Please provide Karen any feedback or requests for
information to be posted — karen@karenmessmer.com

Next TCAT Active Transportation Group meeting 4:00pm March 19, 2026

Legislative Bills

Several bills related to active transportation and safety are still moving through the legislative process. Note
this summary was prepared on 2/19/2026. Status of bills changes as session progresses. Here is how to
comment on a bill.

SB 5067 — Impaired Driving - Lowers the blood alcohol limit for driving from .08 to .05.

Passed the Senate and was referred to the House Committee on Community Safety. Executive session for this
bill is February 24. You can still sign in ‘pro’ on this bill on the written testimony page from the 2/19 hearing.

SB 5890 — Speed and Reckless Driving - Amends the elements of reckless driving to include a driver who
drives a vehicle more than 30 mph over the speed limit.

Passed the Senate and is referred to the House Committee on Community Safety. It is scheduled for a hearing

on Feb. 23. You can sign in to testify, note your ‘pro’ position on this bill or send written comment here.

HB 2095 — Protecting Vulnerable Users of Public Ways - Strengthens civil protections when crashes occur,
including a possible presumption of negligence in civil cases involving injuries to vulnerable users — shifting
the burden to drivers in certain scenarios.

Scheduled for public hearing February 23 in the Senate Committee on Law & Justice. Go here to sign in to

indicate your support, send written comment or testify.

HB 2374 and SB 6110- Concerning electric-assisted bicycle and electric motorcycle regulation. Updates to the
regulatory framework for electric-assisted bicycles (e-bikes) and electric motorcycles.

2374 - Passed in the House. Senate referred to Transportation Committee. No Senate Transportation
Committee hearings shown at this time.

6110 — Passed in the Senate. Scheduled for public hearing Feb 26 in the House Committee on Transportation

at 1:30 PM. Sign in here with your position on the bill or submit written comment or to testify.

SB 5581 - Safe System Approach for Active Transportation Infrastructure

» Embeds a safe system approach into state transportation planning and active transportation design.
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* Defines the term roundabout, updates definitions for crosswalk and intersection within the context of
roundabouts.

* Requires the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) to identify existing or planned
active transportation facilities on publicly or tribally owned property and determine if such facility
provides equal or better access to destinations and is an appropriate network connection providing
mitigation in lieu of fulfilling Complete Streets requirements on state rights-of-way

* Authorizes the WSDOT to implement Complete Streets requirements on Safe Routes to School
Program, Connecting Communities Program, and Bike and Pedestrian Grant Program recipients, when
there are changes on state rights-of-way

Passed in the Senate

Public hearing was Feb 18 in the House Committee on Transportation. No Executive Session scheduled yet.



