TCAT Active Transportation Group February News

February 19 meeting 4pm - see zoom details below
At our February meeting we will have our usual round table to keep informed of local active
transportation activities. Please send agenda items to Karen - karen@karenmessmer.com

Local action items

Bike advocacy day on the hill

We participated in Bike Lobby Day on January 21, which was organized by WA Bikes. Each of our
local legislators or their staff heard from advocates about supporting legislative bills that improve
cycling and about the need to retain funding for bike infrastructure and programs. Bike Thurston
hosted an advocacy ride on January 20.

Olympia City Council to receive briefing on progress on climate actions

At their 6pm February 10 study session the Olympia Council will hear a climate program update.
According to the staff report for the meeting: “During this briefing, staff will provide an overview of
recent accomplishments, ongoing work, challenges, and anticipated next steps.”

There is no public comment period at this meeting. Email comments to Council members in advance
of this study session would be helpful to elevate the importance of active transportation as a strategy
to reduce climate emissions.

Send a message to the Olympia city council: citycouncil@ci.olympia.wa

Find the link to watch the meeting on the city agenda page.

How to stay informed about climate agenda items on local government agendas

Thad Curtz provides a very helpful service by looking at city and county agendas each week for climate
related agenda items. He offers a weekly email alert. Contact Thad at olycrlg@gmail to be added to the
email list.

2026 Winter Bicycle Challenge is happening in February

Intercity Transit's Winter Bicycle Challenge encourages all Thurston County residents to bike for any
reason in any season! Join a team or enter as an individual. Prizes are awarded weekly and at the end.
Sign up here to log your rides.

Mark your calendar for the 2026 Earth Day Market Ride

April 18th is the date for the annual Earth Day Market Ride, hosted by Intercity Transit. This event
includes group rides to join together into one large group at Heritage Park. The group moves on to the
Farmers Market after a photo gathering. An inspiring tradition.

National level items of interest

2026 Walking College

You can apply for an advocacy program with America Walks - 2026 Walking College. This is an
opportunity for individuals who want to learn more about people-centered design and local grassroots
advocacy around improving active transportation. They are currently accepting applications for the
2026 Walking College. Applications are due February 16th.
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The White Line organization — Working to End Road User Deaths. Through Stories,

Tech and Data
The White Line was founded in 2023 with a single mission: to end road deaths and create safer streets

for everyone — cyclists, pedestrians, and drivers alike. The group’s actions -from the website:

o Push for stronger laws and accountability in every state.

o Provide tools and resources that help communities demand safer streets.
o Build a future where reckless and careless driving is no longer tolerated.
o Support families and survivors navigating grief and trauma.


https://www.thewhiteline.org/

